Private Vs State Nursery
Education
HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS WE OFTEN GET ASKED WHEN
PARENTS ARE CONSIDERING WHERE TO TAKE UP THEIR CHILD’S
FUNDED HOURS.
| October 18, 2018

What’s the difference between a School Nursery and a Private
Setting in terms of learning and development?
There isn’t a difference! School nurseries and private settings follow the same Statutory FrameworkThe Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). In fact, the framework is followed right up to the end of
reception year. Therefore, the basic principles will be the same everywhere. Although, each setting
will have different ethos’s and approaches to delivering the underlining fundamental approaches and
learning provocations/ opportunities stated in the EYFS document.
Here at Child’s Play Private Nursery, we do not follow pre-planned topics as we find they do not
always suit your child’s current interests. Instead we plan in the moment for each individual child,
taking into account their next steps, their interests and events which happen at home.
We believe children learn through play, we want to guide children to make connections in the world
and discover their own learning styles so they have a unique learning experience which in turn will
ensure each child is ‘school ready’.
Our Ofsted Report (August 2016 Ferryhill), States;

PAGE 1

It also goes on to say:

In terms of Outcomes for children and ensuring they are school ready, the report dictates:
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The key messages documented in the report is underpinned at all of our Child’s Play Nurseries.

What about child: staff ratios?
In our Preschool Rooms (3-5yrs), we have a
1:8 ratio (which means one staff member for
every 8 children), and although we have
some staff qualified to higher levels which
means we can work on a 1:13 ratio, we choose
not to. Your State Nurseries do work on a 1:13
ratio.
We are able to offer 1:1 support for children
that need it, where children may have SEN
needs (Special Educational Needs), this
support is coordinated in conjunction to the
agreement from our Local Authority
(Durham.)
Each child is assigned a ‘Special Carer’ from
the moment he/she has his/her settling in/
transition visits.

What about personal care routines such as toileting?
At Child’s Play Private Nursery, we recognise that not all children will be toilet trained by
‘preschool’ age and therefore we support children to become confident with using the toilet
independently in a timescale which suits them- it’s not a race, each child will learn this at his/her
own pace. Special Carers will work closely to support you (family) and your child to ensure
consistent support is in place at both home and nursery.
We have areas for children to relax to stay, sleep and rest as each child requires it.
Each child’s individual care routine is specific to them.
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We have a flexible rhythm of the day, which
allows flexibility to the nursery day to
ensure children have a day that is unique to
them. Sure we have natural daily periods
that fall but timings are flexible; for
example; breakfast comes before dinner and
quieter/ relaxing/ group activities are more
likely to happen at the end of each session
to ensure a smooth transition to the next
period of the day.

What about the funded sessions?
All three and four-year-old children in England are entitled too FREE, part-time Early Learning,
Care and Development (at either a state or private provision) the term after his/her third birthday.
It lasts up to two years, (5 terms) until your child reaches Statutory school age. Children can
currently attend Child’s Play Private Nursery on a part-time basis for 15 hours a week, for 38 weeks
a year which can be taken flexibly over a minimum of two days during term times only.
Some qualifying 3-year old’s are also entitled to double this entitlement to 30hrs per week
(introduced September 2017).
Free early years entitlement is available to spread throughout the week as highlighted below.
Unlike state nursery who predominantly offer 5x 3hr sessions per week (15hrs funding), we have
more flexible options for families to choose from, as we recognise some families work full time.
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We off 3hr sessions and 5hr session for families to choose
from:
3hr sessions (5 x 3hr sessions per week = 15hrs or 10 x 3hr
sessions= 3-hrs.)
Morning: 8.30am to 11.30am
Afternoon 1.30pm to 4.30pm
5hr sessions (5 x 5hr sessions per week = 15hrs or 6 x 5hr
sessions= 3-hrs.)
Morning: 8.00am to 1.00pm
Afternoon 1.00pm to 6.00pm

Please note: if your child attends more than the free
entitlement, families are charged for those sessions at the full nursery rates.
A food cost will be charged on days when your child is attending his/her free sessions to cover the
cost of food provided by the nursery (you have a right to opt out of this, and provide your own
food.)
During school holiday/ non funding periods if you are contracted as free entitlement only your
child will not be in attendance at nursery with no charge. However, if you chose to have your child
at nursery during holiday periods you will be charged at full nursery rates.
Wrap around care is also available for hours not
included in the free entitlement offer, including
holiday care.
For specific pricing of nursery costs, you can
obtain a price list from your individual nursery
setting from the Nursery Manager.

What about he/she making
friends with the children who
they will be going to reception
class with?
How many ‘friends’ did your child have when they
first started with us? Look at them now! Despite
this our nursery feeds into all of the local schools,
so children will continue to go to school with
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children they know and have formulated strong relationships with. Children will always make
friends so there’s no need to worry.
Our report states:

Staying at Child’s
Play will surely
affect our chances
of getting a place
at our desired
reception/ infant
school?
Not at all! Despite the
rumors of ‘if your child
doesn’t do the nursery
placement at the school
they won’t get a school
place’ is totally false and inaccurate. Individual Schools do not have a say in where a child is placed,
the Admissions team at County Hall place all children into reception schooling.
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2191/Primary-school-places We have worked with lots of
families over the years who have not received a place in the school despite attending that particular
school’s nursery setting.

So, what are the benefits of continuing with your child’s early
years’ education at Child’s Play Private Nursery?


Your child is settled here and is making great progress, Ofsted have recognised the
outstanding progress our delivery of pre-school learning (as documented above).
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The staff are fully qualified in the Early Years and receive in-depth training to continuously
improve the service, learning, care and service which we provide. Ofsted has also
recognised this:



Child’s Play Private Nursery has received
multiple accolades, awards and
recognition in the Early Years Community.
Stringent policies and procedures are in
place to ensure safety and quality of
service.
Flexible funded session offers are available
to cater for the needs of every child and
family
100% of our staff are first aid trained.
(Statutory Guidance dictates only 1
member needs to be on site at any one
time with this qualification and training.)
Millie’s Mark accredited.
We provide a welcoming home from home
environment where your child feels safe,
comfortable and happy.
Uniform is not mandatory.
We provide and Edu-care service
(education and care go hand in hand)
Family and children are at the heart of everything we do.
Children are given realistic learning expectations and are encouraged and supported to
learn and discover in their own unique way. We do not see and end point to learning and
will go on ‘learning projects’ with the children to further enhance discovery.
Your child will be around friends.
Your child will still have the same opportunity to receiving a school placement, it is not
determined by location of nursery education and care.
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 We strive to ensure all children are emotionally, socially
ready for statutory schooling- not just ready according to
academic testing and statistics.
 Child’s Play is a place which allows children to be
children, it’s a place where children can grow, experiment,
discover and make connections and understandings about
themselves, the people and world around them in a safe,
nurturing space.
 Child’s Play is a place working to establish the essential
early foundations that will build and create a love for
lifelong learning and discovery.

More Information…
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact us:
Head Office
Managing Director: Laura Leigh Davies
Operational Director: Gareth Davies
Email: enquiries@childsplayprivatenursery.co.uk
Telephone: press ext 5 when calling any nursery landline.
Ferryhill
Nursery Manager: Carla Gibson
Email: ferryhill@childsplayprivatenursery.co.uk
Telephone: 01740 651789
Seaham
Nursery Manager: Dawn Crosby
Email:seaham@childsplayprivatenursery.co.uk
Telephone: 0191 5130796
Chester Le Street
Nursery Manager: Rebecca Gasson
Email: chesterlestreet@childsplayprivatenursery.co.uks
Telephone: 0191 3894777
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